Asymmetric septal hypertrophy in patients on long-term hemodialysis.
Echocardiographic studies were performed in 23 hypertensive patients who were receiving therapy with long-term hemodialysis. Five patients (22 percent) had normal thickness of the left ventricular wall. Eleven (48 percent) had symmetric left ventricular hypertrophy, and seven (30 percent) showed asymmetric septal hypertrophy, with a ratio of septal to posterior wall thickness of 1.3 or greater. The latter group differed from patients with hypertrophic cardiomyopathy in that patients on long-term hemodialysis had a dilated left ventricular dimension, a relatively normal diastolic slope of the mitral valve, absence of systolic motion of the mitral valve, and a septal to posterior wall ratio of less than 1.5. A high incidence of asymmetric septal hypertrophy in this and other studies indicates that this condition is not specific for hypertrophic cardiomyopathy. We suggest that in addition to asymmetric septal hypertrophy, the diagnosis of hypertrophic cardiomyopathy should be made in the light of the clinical picture, as well as other echocardiographic features.